
ORDINANCE NO. 35-2014 

AN iNTERiM URGENCY ORDiNANCE OF THE CiTY COUNCiL 
OF THE CITY OF ELK GROVE 

DECLARING AND IMPOSING A CITYWIDE MORATORIUM ON THE 
ESTABLISHMNENT, RE-ESTABLISHMENT, EXPANSION, OR RELOCATION OF 

NEW AND EXISTING MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENTS, PRACTITIONERS, AND 
THERAPISTS 

WHEREAS, the City of Elk Grove has an interest in planning and regulating the 
use of property within the City; and 

WHEREAS, implicit in any plan or regulation is the City's interest in maintaining 
the quality of iife and character of the City's neighborhoods; and 

WHEREAS, without stable, well-planned neighborhoods, sections of the City can 
quickly deteriorate, with consequences to sociai, environmental, and economic vaiues; 
and 

WHEREAS, on September 27, 2008, the Governor approved Senate Bill 731, 
which created the California Massage Therapy Council ("CAMTC") to provide voluntary 
statewide certification of massage practitioners and tl1erapists; and 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 731 and subsequent legislation prohibited cities from 
requiring licenses or permits of holders of CAMTC certificates and preempted most 
regulations pertaining to the operation of massage establishments; and 

WHEREAS, the E!k Grove Municipal Code ("EGMC") currently regulates 
massage establishments as permitted by Senate Bill 731 and subsequent regulation, as 
a result, the City has massage establishments, several of which undermine public 
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WHEREAS, on September 18, 2014, Governor Brown signed Assembly Bill 1147 
rAB1147"), effective January 1, 2015, which revises existing laws ;egulating certified 
massage professionals and gives cities some regulatory power over massage 
establishments, including return of land use authority over massage establishments to 
cities; and 

WHEREAS, the City is concerned that additional massage establishments will 
rush to open and/or re-establish themselves following a previous business license 
revocation, prior to AB1147 becoming effective on .January 1, 2015, to circumvent the 
Citv's expanded authority to reQulate massage businesses and thereby increase the 
potential-negative effects-of existing and future massage establishments within the City, 
including detrimental effects on public health, safety, and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, there is an immediate threat to the public health, safety, and welfare 
of the community as massage establishments locate in the City without proper 
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likely that the establishment, re-establishment or operation of massage establishments 
in locations within the City, without appropriate c:ontrols in place to regulate their 
impacts on the cornrnunity, will result in harmful effects to the businesses, pioperty 
















